Sisters Servants of Jesus
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Foundation: Sisters Servants of Jesus were established in Warsaw, Poland on December 8th 1884. Founded by blessed Father Honoratus Kozminski, OFM Cap and Mother Eleonora Motylowska, the Congregation gained approval from the Holy See in 1908. His Holiness, Pius XI granted final approbation in 1924.
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Original Apostolic Work: In accord with the spirit and direction of their founders, Sisters Servants of Jesus initially served the spiritual and material needs of domestic servants. These servant girls were badly treated and exploited by their employers. Sisters’ apostolate among these women included the following: Deepening of faith and moral principles, extending their influence to the families of the women; care for poor children, especially orphans; exerting spiritual and moral influence on employers and their families. 
Distinctive characteristic: Because of the hidden nature of their spiritual way and particular circumstance of their ministry to women, Sisters Servants of Jesus have, from the beginning, worn no distinctive religious dress, have forgone any religious title such as “Sister”, and have taken secular employment alongside the women they serve, so as to be more effective in their ministry to these women.

Present ministry: In the wake of the many social changes following the end of World War II, Sisters Servants of Jesus, alive to the signs of the times, adapted their apostolate to today’s pressing social and religious needs of women. They have broadened and expanded their apostolic ministry to include the following:
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Spiritual care to youth studying for various professions in universities and colleges.

· Religious development of youth working in industrial plants and service work shop.

· Employment in church and state institutions with youth so as to be a vital, spiritual influence on them.

· Reaching out wherever possible to the families and children of those they serve.

· Direct involvement in the whole field of religious education in parishes, especially where there is a shortage of priests.
· Organization and conduct of retreats for youth.

· Missionary work among Polish emigrant abroad.

· Maintenance of institutions for handicapped children and for the aged.
Sisters Servants of Jesus work in Poland, Bolivia, Ukraine and USA.

Spirituality: Sisters Servants of Jesus base their spirituality on St. Francis of Assisi. In their contemplative active way of life, their ideal is the Franciscan Seraphic Love of God and Neighbor. They take as their example the Holy Family of Nazareth and the hidden life of Jesus. From Jesus, the Word Incarnate, and from Mary, His Blessed Mother, they learn the art of humility in serving God and neighbor. For this reason and because of the nature of their apostolic present to those they serve, they work in a quiet hidden way, avoiding any external identifying religious habit or title. They have a special devotion to the Priesthood and pray daily for an increase of zealous, faithful priests according to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
In imitation of Mary, Sisters Servants of Jesus have adopted the motto – “Behold, the Handmaiden of the Lord”. Their founder, blessed Father Honoratus, in a letter to them, explained the significance of the motto:

Dear Sisters:
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You chose these words of the Gospel for a rule of your life. And justly so as each one of you has many reasons to remind herself of their meaning.

You are handmaids of the Lord because you are God’s creation; because God is the Lord of all of us. 

You are handmaids of the Lord because in the Sacrament of Baptism, you chose your Savior as your Lord.

You are handmaids of the Lord because you chose Him as your Lord out of love, because after rejecting the world you consecrated yourselves to His exclusive service.

You are handmaids of the Lord because out of love for Him, you gave yourselves up to the service of His servants by following the Lord’s own words, “What you do to one of the least of my brothers, you do it for me”.

Bl. Fr. Honoratus
Bl. Honoratus Kozminski


1829-1916





Eleonora Motylowska


1856-1932








